[Breech presentation at term: a survey on obstetrical practice in France and a search for a homogeneous attitude associated with lower neonatal risk].
1- In order to define a "consensual attitude" in case of breech presentation, we queried the AUDIPOG network on obstetrical practice in search for the more frequently accepted criteria for normal delivery. 2- For consensual practices that could be identified, early neonatal complications were compared between women cared for in maternity wards applying these practices and those cared for in maternity wards not applying these practices. 1- A confidential survey was sent to participating obstetrics units to determine their practical attitude in case of breech presentation. A consensual attitude was established on the basis of their responses. 2- Crude and adjusted comparisons were made concerning neonatal results between the consensual and non consensual groups of obstetrics units. Response rate was 85% for 175 obstetrics departments consulted. Six criteria were identified leading to classification of 42% of the units as consensual obstetrics units. The risk of major neonatal complications was lower in the consensual group than in the non-consensual group: adjusted OR=0.27 (95% CI: 0.09-0.85). A questionnaire on obstetrical practice can help define consensual attitudes associated with lower risk of neonatal complications.